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Learning About

Poetry

Poetry is a special kind of writing
1| writtenin verse fo make a reader
AR feel an emotion or think a certain
L. thought. Poems often have rhythm
I /% and use rhyme.
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Explore the major Types of p po y and specu:l
poeiry elemenis that poets use in their poems by clicking a

category below:




)

Ty@éguéf Poetry

Click on a type of poem to learn more about it.

Back to Explore




Ballad poems tell a story and
usuadlly have 4 lines per stanza.

example:

My Shadow

I have a little shadow that goes in and out with me,

And what can be the uge of him is more than L can see.
He is very, very like me from the heels up to the head;
And 1 see him jump before me, when L jump into my bed.

The funniest thing about him is the way he likes to grow—
Not at all like proper children, which is always very slow;
For he sometimes shoots up taller like an India-rubber ball,
And he sometimeg getes ¢o little that there S NoNE of him at all

1except by: Robert Louls Steven

@ Back to Types of Poetry




limerick

Limericks are humorous, five line
poems. The I¥, 24, and 5™ lines rhyme.
The 39 and 4" lines rhyme.

example:

There Wag An Old Man With a Beard

There was an Old Man with a beard,
Who caid, "It is just as I feared! --
Two Owls and a Hen,
Four Larks and a Wren,
Have all built their nests in my beard.”
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&= Back to Types of Poetry




Haikus are Japanese poems, usudlly about nature.
There are 3 ines, but does not rhyme. There are 5

syllables in the first line, 7 in the secondline, and 5 in
the third line.

example:
Spring l1ime
Spring time is here now

The flowerg are blooming bright
Time to grow again

&= Back to Types of Poetry




Cinquain poems have 5 lines:
Line | - Topic - Noun (I word) .
Line 2 - Description (2 words)
Line 3 - Action (3 words)
Line 4 - A H-word phrase about the noun
Line 5 - Synonym for topic (I word)

example:
Beargs

pear
brown, furry
growling, climbing, swimming
sleeps through the winter
omnivore

&= Back to Types of Poetry




Shape poems are writfen in a shape

that represents the topic of the poem.
example:
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Acrostic poems are poems where the first letter
of eachline forms a word. The word is usudlly the
fopic of the poem and the phrases that go with
each lefter represent something about the topic.

- example:
White cnow
I cicles glimmering

Nose is cold
Toasty fire glowing
L veryone snuggles to stay warm

R eady for a snowball fight
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Bio poems fell about the author's life. They
include details about the author's persondlity and
things that make the author a unique person.

example:

Rachael
Who is musical, creative, funny, loving
Daughter of David and Marsha
Lover of coffee and sweets
Who fears snakes and heights
Who needs love and happiness
Giver of knowledge and energy

Regident of New York
Parlett

&= Back to Types of Poetry




Diamante poems are /

: : : - example: \
lines and are writfen in §
; ) jon
.'rhe shgpe of a diamond: St Pres
Line I Topic - Noun Pounceg, Roars, Runs
Line 2: Two adjectives fo describe the first Mane, Teeth...Fleece, Fluff
line Leaps, Grazes, Rests
Line 3: Three action verbs to describe the Gentle, Quiet
first line

Line 4: Four nouns - the first 2 words
describe the first line, the last 2
words describe the last line

Line 5: Three action words o describe

the last line

Line 6: Two adjectives to describe the last

line
&= Back to Types of Poetry

Line 7: Antonym of line one




A couplet is only 2 lines long in each stanza. Both
ines rhyme and have the same number of
syllables.

example: \

Humpty Dumpty

AASIPRA~Y  Humpty Dumpty sat on a wal.
/ ~ et

o Humpty Dumpty had a great fall.

All the king's horses and all the king's men
Couldn't put Humpty together again!

&= Back to Types of Poetry




A free verse poem does not have tfo rhyme or
follow specific rules. It can sound the way the
author wants it fo sound.

’ example:

Fall

Raking leaveg into a pile
They are blown by the wind
Falling
Falling
Falling
We rake them up again

&= Back to Types of Poetry
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Poet i'j;uElements 0

Poets include important elements or features in their poems to
make them come dlive fo the reader:

simile ’
metaphor [/[EA

= &= Back to Explore




Similes are used when a poet wants to make a comparison
between two unlike things using the words like or as.

examples:

The poet is comparing a
boy’s appetite to a lion’s.

We know that a lion has a big
appetite, co this simile helps
the reader to understand
that the boy was very
hungry!

He was as 4
hungry as a lionl?

The poet is comparing the
snow on the ground to a

.  blanket. We know that a

B blanket is used to cover
something, so this gimile helpgs

The chow looked

like a blanket
OOV@PTHQ the the reader to understand
how the cnow looked ag it

ed P’Eh started to cover the earth;
ike a snowy blanket!




metaphor

Metaphors are used when a poet wants to make a
comparison between two unlike things WITHOUT using the
words like or cs.

examples:

The poet is comparing a
book to friendship.

We know that books can
often keep us entertained
and occupied, just like a
friend can.

A book is a good,
friend. '

The poet is comparing words
that someone caidto a sharp
sword. We know that a
sharp sword can physically
hurt someone, just like wordg
that people say can hurt
someone’s feelings.

His words wer
a snarp swor
to my heart.

o




Personification is when poets give human characteristics and
qudiities fo non-human things like animals or objects.

examples:

An Autumn Greeting
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&= Back to

The poetig givingwind the
ability to speak to the
leaves. We know that wind
can’t really talk, but the
poem ugeg this
personification to help the
reader imagine the sounds
of the wind and leaves
blowing around in the fall.
The poet also gives the
leaveg the ability to play.
We know that leaveg can’t
really play, but this
personification helps the
reader to imagine the
leaves bouncing in the wind.




onomatopoeia

An onomatopoeiais when a poef uses words that imitate specific sounds.
These words help us fo betfer visudlize and understand the poem.

examples:

The poet uses the word
‘BOOMI” to describe the
cound something is making.
We know that a “boom?” is a
loud sound. Reading this
word wil help the reader to
imagine the sound in their
mind.

The poet uses the word
“‘wooooosh” to describe the
sound something is making.
We know that the word

Boom!|

Wooooogh!

“wooooosh” usually refers to
something moving at a fast
pace.
common onomatopoeias found in poetry:
e ZOOM  gwigh * higg e 0Oink e gnap *  boink

* pop * buzz * gobble




A hyperbole is when a poet makes a huge
exaggeradtion about something.
examples:

The poet is exaggerating the
number of timeg the narrator
hag caid “no.” The poet does
this in order to help the
reader understand that the
narrator hags said “no” a lot.

[’ve told you “no” a ¢
million timeg!

The poet is exaggerating how
hungry the narratoris.

The narrator couldn’t actually
eat a horse, but this sentence
helps the reader to know that
the narrator is VERY hungry.

1’m so hungry, 1
could eat a horgel




Aliferation is when a poet uses repetition of a consonant
sound at the beginning of several words listed in a row.

examples:

The poet repeats the “t”
consonant sound. Thig
repetition makes the poem
fun to read!

Terra tickled
Tommy’s toes.

The poet repeats the “p”
congsonant sound. Thig
repéetition gives the reader a
tongue twister|

Peter picked a
peck of peppers.




Tone is the mood or feeling that the poet wants the
reader fo experience when reading his or her poem.

example:

Eletelephony

Once there was elephant
ho tried to uge the telephant— — .
\f\!_] Y ,JI _ | o The poet of thisc poemis
NO ) Me( an eepnone . .
0" Y01 ~ Iedl Al SIpPn trying to seta silly tone.
ho tried to uge the telephone She uses ¢illy, made-up

wordg and ig talking
apout a silly topic: an

Howe’er it was, he got hig trunk elephant using a
led in the telephunk; telephone.
he tri [




Symbolism is when a poet uses an action, person, place,
word, or object in their poem to represent something else.
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example:

Two Roadg
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the time to make my choice
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I must listen to the right voice.

The poet of thic poemugeg
the two roads to represent
makinglife’s choices. Inthe
poem, the narrator has to
make a choice to do the right
thing or the wrong thing. By
using roads to represent
thege choiceg, the poet helps
the reader to understand

that making tough choices will

common symbols found in poetry:

rainbows often symbolize hop

doveg otten scymbolize peace
doves v peace

~
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imagery

Imagery is when a poet chooses words that he/she thinks will
help the reader create a mental picture. The poet uses
sensory words that give more detail about the topic of the
poem.

examples:
The poet of this poemdesgcribes in
dotail how the snakeis moving. W
can imagine the color of the ¢ .':_J_ke,
the qui Hr. Irm g sound it is
making, and picture what it looks
like ag it moves.
The imageryin thic poem helpsusg to
understand the 0(1(1nogc“ that the
narratoris Foolmg Ve can imagine
the tears r Ing aowr 1 the face of
the nar '*-(::.t@ r and picture a car
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Rhyme is when two or more words have the same ending
sounds. Poets offen rhyme the last words on some lines in
their poems.

example:
Caterpillar
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SrowIang sURiy The poet of this poem rhymes the
TZ “ ) firstand secondlines together, the
the ahackileat ; third and fourth lineg together,and
what not goon. For example: Furry rhymes
hich may be the choser t with Aurry and walk rhymes with
No toad ¢ )y you slalk.
Hovering ird of rey oul
live again a butter




Write your own poetry!

Choose a Choose a Include Several
Poetry Elemenits:

OLICK HEI?E re are some ideas to CI_ICK HEI?E
W QE:POSlT: Jef you started: eview each
ballad an animal
limerick a sedason
haiku yourself
cinquain d memory
shape a holiday
ccrostic friendship
bio weather
diamante a vacdtion
couplet your family
free verse school
&)
\ A\ Write your [ me on the

\— ite Tt!I” page your flipbook.




Read It!

Click on a poem fitle tfo read it:

Y alla The Purple Cow
CIOUdS S . ) by: Gelel! Burgess
by: Christina Rossefti
% ~“ The Duck and the
(@) Atthe Zoo - Kangaroo.
w by: Williarn Makepeace by: Edward Lear
S — ’ ‘ s
Wind on
The Quangle Eletelephony the Hil
: by: Laura Elizabeth Richards enl
Wangle s Hat Q _:) by: A.A. Mine
by: Edward Lear ® ( *
(3 J, L'\"\‘ ) 7
&l Check out the “Read T
\ e 3‘%5@ page of your flipbook for t pS

Ma—

on reading poetry



by: Chrisfina Rossefti

White sheep, white sheep,
On a blue hill,
When the wind stops,

You all stand still.

When the wind blows,

Jou walk away slow.
White sheep, white sheep,
Where do you go?




At the Zoo

by: William Makepeace Thackeray

Firet I saw the white bear, then 1 saw the black;

Then I saw the camel with a hump upon his back;

Then I saw the grey wolf, with mutton in his maw;
Then I saw the wombat waddle in the straw;
Then I saw the elephant a-waving of his trunk;

Back to Read 1t!
HES



never saw a Purple Cow,
1L never

The Purple Cow

by: Geleff Burgess

Nope to see one,

But _

- car

A 1’d rather gee than be onel

tell you, anyhow,

&=. Back to Read It!
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Ele’relephony

by: Laura Elizabeth Richards

Once there was an elephant,
Who tried to use the telephant—
No! No! I mean an elephone
Who tried to use the telephone—
(Dear me!l I am not certain quite
That even now I’ve got it right.)
Howe’er it was, he got his trunk
Entangled in the telephunk;
The more he tried to get it free, 4
The louder buzzed the telephee— 2
(I fear I’d better drop the song
Of elephop and telephongl)
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Duck and the &

Kangaroo
excerpt by: Edward Lear

Said the Duck to the Kangaroo,
‘cood gracious! How you hop!
Over the fields and the water too,
Ag if you never would stopl

My life ie a bore in this nasty pond,
And I long to go out in the world beyond!
1 wish I could hop like youl’
Said the Duck to the Kangaroo.




The Quangle
Wangle's Hat

excerpl by: Edward Lear

’{.
)

On the top ot the Crumpetty Tree
The Quangle Wangle sat,

But hie face you could not cee,

On account of his beaver hat.
For his hat was a hundred and two feet wide,
With ribbong and bibbong on every side

And bells, and buttong, and loops, and lace,

So that nobody ever could see the face

Of the Quangle Wangle Quee.

&=. Back to Read It!




Wind

by: A.A. Mine

No one can tell me,

Nobody knows,

Where the wind comes from,
Where the wind goes.

It's flying from somewhere
Ag fast as it can,

I couldn't keep up with it
Not if I ran.

But if I stopped holding
The string of my kite,

1t would blow with the wind
For a day and a night.

And then when I found it,
Wherever it blew,

I should know that the wind
Had been going there too.

So then I could tell them

Where the wind goes...

But where the wind comes from
Nobody knows.




= —'Search & Find eed

Look through the poem books that your teacher has provided
for you to search for the following poetry elements:

) Find a poem that
showg personification.

) Find a poem that
rhymes.

Q,/ Find a poem that uses
an onomatopoeiaq.

. Find a poem that uses
a gimile.

() Find a poem that showe
g strong imagery.

Find a poem that ugses
a hyperpole.

—
-

Q) Find a poem that uces

NG

an alliteration.

4-"»1\

(Q) Find a poem that uses
a metaphor.




Fun & Games

Explore poetry even more through these videos and websites!

Click HERE to read poems CLICKHERE for Set 1
swritten by other kids! Read poems written Ty

€€ — Ly 4 by well-known

< ' Schildren’s poet:

Create a poem with

_ magnetic poetry!
[0 create poeme on the gite, you
will drag the words you want tor

your poem from the word list on
the right-hand side into the
center of the screen. You will be
able to click on “more worde® to
. get a tresh cet ot wordgs tor
Listen/watch " — 2/ T your poem.
poemsread by | #EgT  Smmmamimeen
Shel Silverstein:



http://jackprelutsky.com/kid-poems/
https://www.youtube.com/user/ShelSilversteinBooks/videos
https://www.youtube.com/user/ShelSilversteinBooks/videos
http://jackprelutsky.com/jacks-poems/
http://play.magneticpoetry.com/poem/Nature/kit/
http://play.magneticpoetry.com/poem/Kids/kit/

